Strategic Planning
for Flood Risk
Flood risk management in England is managed through a series of policies, strategies and plans.
Government sets out National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management (FCERM) policy in England, led by the
Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). The Flood and Water Management Act 2010 requires
the Environment Agency to 'develop, maintain, apply and monitor a strategy for flood and coastal erosion risk
management in England' A summary of the National FCERM strategy for England can be found here:
The strategy describes what needs to be done by all organisations involved in flood and coastal erosion risk management.
These include local authorities, internal drainage boards, water and sewerage companies, highways authorities, and the
Environment Agency. They all act to reduce the risk of flooding and coastal erosion, and manage its consequences.
The principal high level strategic plans are the Shoreline Management Plans and the Catchment Flood Management
Plans. These strategic plans are being used by lead local flood authorities and coastal erosion risk management
authorities to guide the development their own local sustainable flood risk management strategies and schemes.
This includes maintenance of defences, water level controls, drainage network, flood warning and forecasting,
emergency response and awareness campaigns.

Shoreline Management Plan
A Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) provides a large-scale assessment of the risks associated with coastal evolution. It
addresses these risks in a sustainable manner with respect to people and the developed, historic and natural environment.
The SMP provides the policy framework from which more detailed strategies and schemes are developed by partnership
groups to identify the best way of implementing policy. More information about SMPs can be found here.
The SMP sets out four policy options for Somerset.
SMP policy

Description

Hold the existing defence line

Maintain or change the level of protection provided by
defences in their present locations

Advance the existing defence line

Build new defences on the seaward side of the existing
defence line to reclaim land.

Managed realignment

Allow the shoreline position to move backwards (or
forwards) with management to control or limit movement.

Advance the existing defence line

Build new defences on the seaward side of the existing
defence line to reclaim land.

Typically, the ‘Hold the existing defence line’ SMP policy has been assigned to all the policy units within the Somerset WAVE
study area where there is a significant flood risk to people, property and key infrastructure (e.g. major roads, railways, power
stations, etc.), both now and into the future. Conversely, those policy units with small and/or dispersed residential/business
units, together those with extensive coastal/tidal conservation and natural interests, typically have ‘Managed realignment’ or
‘No active intervention’ SMP policies reflecting a gradual reduction if flood risk management over time.

Strategic Planning
for Flood Risk
Catchment Flood Management Plan

Catchment Flood Management Plans (CFMPs) have been developed by the Environment Agency to understand the
scale and extent of flooding now and in the future. CFMPs address fluvial flood risk (from rivers), surface water flooding
(derived from rainfall) and also consider how tide-locking can affect fluvial flooding in the lower parts of the catchments.
They then set policies for managing flood risk within a catchment.
Each CFMP area is sub-divided into distinct sub-areas (known as policy units) which have similar physical
characteristics, sources of flooding and level of flood risk.
The Environment Agency’s CFMP has identified six generic flood risk management policies. In determining the preferred
policy for each part of the catchment the CFMP has considered how social, economic and environmental objectives are
affected by flood risk management activities.
Policy

Description

Policy 1

Maintain or change the level of protection provided by defences in their present locations

Policy 2

Areas of low to moderate flood risk where we can generally reduce existing flood risk
management actions

Policy 3

Areas of low to moderate flood risk where we are generally managing existing flood risk effectively

Policy 4

Areas of low, moderate or high flood risk where we are already managing the flood risk effectively but
where we may need to take further actions to keep pace with climate change

Policy 5

Areas of moderate to high flood risk where we can generally take further action to reduce flood risk

Policy 6

Areas of low to moderate flood risk where we will take action with others to store water or manage
runoff in locations that provide overall flood risk reduction or environmental benefits

Two CFMPs cover the Somerset WAVE area, namely the Parrett CFMP and the North and Mid Somerset CFMP.
In the Parrett CFMP the three main towns of Taunton, Bridgwater and Yeovil have flood risk management policies which
will actively protect people and property from flooding into the future. In all the other areas, with the exception of the
Somerset Levels and Moors, the policy is to retain the current flood risk to its current level. In the Somerset Levels and
Moors area the policy is to reduce flood risk to downstream built up areas by storing more flood water on the floodplain
there and, as a consequence, providing secondary environmental benefits.
In the North and Mid Somerset CFMP the main towns of Weston-super-Mare, Burnham-on-Sea, Cheddar and
Glastonbury have flood risk management policies which will actively protect people and property from flooding into the
future. In the rest of the lowlands, including the towns contained within them, the flood risk management will be
retained at present levels or allowed to reduce gradually over time into the future. Finally, in the extensive upland areas
with little or no flood risk, no action is proposed, though the situation will be periodically reviewed over time.

